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them Sense (such is their way of speaking). One of
the oldest among the elders —full of zeal for the an-
cient customs of the country and apprehending that
his credit and that of his class would be diminished
if their people embraced the faith—went through
the village, calling out: ‘“ All ye who have hitherto
hearkened to what the black gown has said to you,
come into my cabin. I shall likewise teach you what
I learned from my grandfather, and what we should
believe. Leave their myths to the people who come
from afar, and let us cling to our own traditions.”
On the 18th of September, a child died without
baptism through the obstinacy of the parents, who
continually repelled me when I presented myself to
administer the sacrament. In order that the calam-
ity of that unfortunate little one might be the oppor-
tunity for the salvation of the others, I called out
everywhere in the village that I deplored the loss of
the soul of that child, who would eternally curse its
parents. ‘“ Ye who have dying children not yet
baptized,’’ I said to them, ‘‘ delay not to bring them
to the chapel. Have pity on them, as I have.”” I
walked through the village a long time, in order to
be heard by all. On the following day I baptized
five, one of whom is already in heaven. I count
my trouble as nothing, for I know how much souls
have cost the savior. Owing to the obstinacy and
resistance of the parents, many have gone away for
the six months’ wintering. I occupied myself a good
deal in behalf of the sick, that I might not fail to
send these little innocents to -heaven. I could find
time to say my breviary only during the night.
Before the disease spread through the villages, I
was well received everywhere; and the old men told



